
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project: Design Services for Hudson Yards and Boulevard and     
   Streetscape for Hudson Yards Area, Borough of Manhattan 

Date: Tuesday, April 8, 2008 
Time: 9:00AM 
To:  All Attendees 
From: Bharat Parekh 

 

Pre-Proposal Meeting April 8, 2008 
Minutes 

 
Attendees:  
Wendy Leventer – HYDC   David Farber – HYDC 
Louis D’Amico – HYDC   Aron Kirsch - HYDC 
Michael Solimon - DOT   Gary Desyr – DDC/Infrastructures 
Carlo Di Fava – DDC/ACCO   Marie Jean-Louis – DDC/Infrastructures 
Kareem Alibocas – DDC/ACCO  Ali Mallick – DDC/Infrastructures 
Yun Poy Ng - DDC/Infrastructures   Joseph Sopiak – DDC/Structures    
Bharat Parekh – DDC/Infrastructures  

 
NAME FIRM PHONE 

Michael Hershey Hardesty & Hanover, LLP 212-944-1150 
Sean Bluni Hardesty & Hanover, LLP 212-944-1150 

Nicola Belzer HDR 212-542-6137 
Bob Gallup HDR 212-542-6000 
Ken Standig HDR 212-542-6091 

Le Ann Shelton Ehrenkrantz Eckstut & Kuhn Architects 212-353-0400 
Semyon Burshteyn URS 212-330-1966 

Rosa Rijos URS 212-736-4444 
Bill Marman URS 212-330-1973 

Bissera Antikarov HOK 212-981-7370 
Chisato Shimada HOK 212-981-7352 
Michael Kramer BL Companies 917-622-5154 

Kim Toscano Toscano Clements Taylor 631-392-1400 
Howard Chynsky HAKS 212-747-1997  
Mark Mastalerz Rhodeside & Harwell 203-683-7447 



 

 

NAME FIRM PHONE 
John Williams MKW 201-933-7809 
Vern Bergelin Parsons Brinckerhoff 212-465-5243 

Paul Nietzschmann Parsons Brinckerhoff 212-465-5749 
Paul Seck Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, 

Inc. 
212-243-2506 

Jee Mee Kim Sam Schwartz, PLLC 212-598-9010 
Tess Schiavone Gustafson Guthrie Nichol Ltd 206-903-6802 
Joshua Lanning Louis Berger 212-612-7937 

Todd Hoehn Weiss/Manfredi 212-760-9002 
Jeffrey Abrams Parsons 212-266-8509 

Marla Goldwasser Affirmation Arts 212-925-0092 
Billie Cohen Billie Coehn, LTD. Design Studio 212-431-9265 

Alan Tse Wiess + Yoes 212-219-1953 
Daniela Sewa Scape Studio 212-462-2628 
Philip Habib Philip Habib & Associates 212-929-5656 

Linda Reardon RBA Group 212-741-8090 
Joseph Callo Ysrael Seinuk 212-687-2233 

AJ Pires Della Valle Bernheimer 718-222-8155 
Joyce Baungarten Geto & de Milly 212-686-4551 
Craig Horowitz Geto & de Milly 212-686-4551 
Rick Mitchell Olin Partnership 215-440-0030 
Maria Wilpon BL Companies 646-341-1702 

Laura Starr Starr Whitehouse 212-487-3272 
Abigal Feldman WRT Design 718-451-6273 
Gonzalo V Cruz HOK 917-476-3831 

Muhammad Ezhar SE Engineering 212-354-5939 
Jeffrey Taub Eng-Wong, Taub & Associates 212-695-5858 
Tsz Ting Lin ETM Associates 732-572-6626 
Ahley DiCaro ETM Associates 732-572-6626 
Ken Haines Hargreaves Associates 212-337-9973 
Paul Morris William F. Collins, AIA, Architects 631-252-6756 

Meaghan Pierce-Delany terrain-nyc. Inc. 212-537-6080 
Judith Heintz WRT Design 646-428-2720 
Leonard Finn Langan Engineering & Environmental 

Services 
212-479-5429 

 
Michael Jasper Cooper, Robertson & Partners 212-247-1717 
Donald Clinton Cooper, Robertson & Partners 212-247-1717 

Steve Smith VJ Associates 516-932-1010 
Erik Sun Erik Sun Architect, PLLC 718-422-4996 

Bryan Young Allied Works Architecture 917-957-3074 
Nate Trevetran Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates 212-243-2506 

Steven Baumgartner Buro Happold 212-616-0213 
Keith McPeters Gustafson Guthrie Nichol Ltd 206-979-2004 
Richard Newton Olin Partnership 215-440-0030 

Michele Delk Civitas Inc. 303-571-0053 
Isabelle Matteson Civitas Inc. 303-571-0053 

Brandon Zwagerman Cooper, Robertson & Partners 212-247-1717 
Leslie Peoples Stantec 212-366-5600 

Katherine Mathews Mathews Nielson 212-431-3606 
Molly Bourne Mathews Nielson 212-431-3609 

Jessica Osserman Mathews Nielson 212-431-3609 



 

 

NAME FIRM PHONE 
Denisha Williams Abel Bainnson Butz 212-206-0630 

John Butz Abel Bainnson Butz 212-206-0630 
Rob Rogers Marvel Architects 212-941-6718 

Barbara Wilks W Architecture 212-981-3933 
Aaron Young Marvel Architects 212-941-6718 
John Fawcett SOM 212-298-9501 

Donna Walcavage EDAW 718-834-0224 
Marius Brits EDAW 917-302-1429 

Liz Campbell Kelly terrain-nyc, inc. 212-537-6080 
Andrew Goldberg H2L2 212-688-9800 

Neil Cook RUR Architecture 212-421-8880 
Nanako Umemoto RUR Architecture 212-421-8880 

Greg Del Rio Langan Engineering & Environmental 
Services 

212-429-5506 

Charlie Mendell Parsons Brinckerhoff 212-465-5106 
Alistar McIntosh Sasaki 617-923-7246 

Laurie Hawkinson Sasaki 347-247-5357 
 
 

On April 08, 2008 a Pre-Proposal Conference was held at the Jacob Javit’s Center at 9:00 am. 
Wendy Leventer, Senior Vice President for Planning and Design of Hudson Yards Development 
Corporation (HYDC) and Dino Ng, P.E., Assistant Commissioner of Infrastructure, New York City 
Department of Design and Construction (NYCDDC) chaired the meeting. Wendy Leventer gave a 
PowerPoint presentation giving an overview of this two-step RFP. Aron Kirsch, Vice President of 
Planning & Construction and Louis D’Amico, Senior Vice President for Construction of HYDC, 
also responded to the questions at the meeting. Aron Kirsch also conducted the site visit and 
responded to the questions. The questions asked at the pre-proposal conference as well as the site 
visit are listed below: 
 
Q: Which agency is the general Manager for this project? 
A:  NYCDDC will be the New York City agency involved in the day-to-day design management and 

construction management of this contract. 
 
Q:  Is there a sign-in sheet and would the attendees get a copy of the sign-in sheet? 
A:   Sign-in sheet is in the back of the room. A PDF of the sign in sheet will be posted on DDC’s  

web-site within one week of today. 
 
Q:  How many firms will be short-listed at the end of Stage 1? 
A:  Up to five firms will be short-listed at the end of Stage 1. 
 
Q: What kind of coordination will be required? 
A:  This project involves multiple agencies (DDC, HYDC, Department of Transportation (DOT),   

Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), Department of City Planning (DCP), New York 
City Transit Authority (NYCTA), Amtrak, etc.), private utilities and several private developers.  
Project will be coordinated with each party that is impacted by the project. Also, the New York 
City Arts Commission will review and approve the design. 



 

 

 
Q: Who will manage the Parks? 
A:  The parks are mapped as City parkland. DPR is the owner of the parks. The current working 

assumption is that DPR will manage the parks.  DPR and HYDC may work out an agreement 
with private developers or a Business Improvement District (BID) for the management of the 
Parks.  

 
Q: Is the budget escalated to the construction fiscal year? 
A: Yes. Budget for construction of Phase 1 is in place. The budget is escalated for construction. 

However, the estimated construction budget for Phase 2 is in 2008 dollars, no escalation. 
 
Q: When will the RFP for under-ground Parking Garage be released? 
A:  It is scheduled for late summer / fall of 2008. 
 
Q:  Is there a M/WBE requirement for this project? 
A:  Yes. It is described in the RFP. Please call DDC for additional information and details. 
 
Q:  Is there any deadline for submitting written questions? 
A:  Yes. The written questions can be submitted up to one week before the RFP submission date (i.e. 

April 14, 2008).  
 
Q:  Where would the streetscape go? 
A:  As described in the RFP, the streetscape will include both sides of the Boulevard, 10th and 11th 

Avenues between 33rd and 36th Streets, and both sides of  33rd and 34th Streets from 11th to 12th 
Avenues. 

 
Q:  What type of development is coming alongside the boulevard? 
A:  On the east side of the boulevard, there will be residential development and on west side of the 

boulevard there will be commercial development. There will also be a Cultural Center on the 
Eastern Rail Yard. The location of all the buildings are pursuant to the City’s Zoning Resolution; 
however, the design and construction will be done by the developers.  

 
Q:  What kind of coordination is anticipated for Hudson River Park and High Line Park? 
A:  High Line Park will be coordinated with the rail yards development. For Hudson River Park, no 

official decision has been made yet. 
 
Q:  Is the team required to design the subway entrance and the interior circulation of the subway 

entrance? 
A: The project will include only the design of the structural shell for the entrance, not the interior or 

circulation elements (i.e. stairs, elevators, escalators, etc.). Two options are described in the RFP: 
(i) work with MTA’s entrance design; (ii) design a new entrance.  

 
Q:  Park Streetscape – Phase 1 – Does it include 100% construction Documents? 
A:  Yes, it does. 
 



 

 

 
Q:  Do you want the consultants to submit Forms 254/255 for prime or the entire team? 
A:  The entire team, including the subconsultants.  However, the resumes of only key personnel 

from the entire team need to be submitted. 
 
Q:  Please clarify the submission requirements. 
A:  The consultant can submit one package (8-1/2” x 11”) containing every thing or they can submit 

a portfolio separately in 11” x 17” format. Portfolio shall consist of five projects completed by 
the team. Printing can be on both sides. Details are provided in the RFP. 

 
Q:  Who will make the final decision for the design issues? 
A:  DDC will manage the contract on a day-to-day basis. DDC will coordinate resolution of the 

design issues with the relevant agencies. 
 
Q: Who will have jurisdiction over the platform design? 
A:  DOT Bridges will have the jurisdiction over the platform design. Street bridges will also be 

under DOT Bridges jurisdiction. 
 
Q: Who is responsible for the water-proofing required under the Park and above the 34th Street 

Subway Station entrance, the Midblock Garage, and Amtrak? 
A:  It is not decided at this time who will be responsible for the water-proofing.  The design team 

and process, including coordination with the necessary parties, will help to inform this decision. 
 

General Information provided at the site:  
a. Hudson Park & Boulevard will be constructed above other infrastructure elements.  

Specifically, from 33rd to 34th Streets over the No 7 Subway’s 34th Street Station 
entrance, 34th to 36th Streets over the Midblock Garage, and 36th to 39th Streets over 
Amtrak.  The pedestrian bridge from 39th to 42nd Streets will be over city streets and 
Lincoln Tunnel approaches. 

b. Street grade at 33rd Street between 10th and 11th Avenues will be raised by about 11 feet 
at the lowest point. 

c. Copacabana building is being demolished in preparation for the No 7 Subway extension.  
d. Conversations with developers are on-going. Developers are asking about the design  

  process for Hudson Park & Boulevard. 
e. Grade at 34th Street will be raised by about 3 feet at the lowest point. 
f. Demolition of several buildings throughout the site is in progress in preparation for the  

  No 7 Subway extension. 
g. Cross Street Bridges over Amtrak will remain at the same level. 
h. The City does not have any specific program for Hudson Park & Boulevard. 
 

 
 
 
 


